
 

 
 

BOOKS TALKED ABOUT FOR 7.30 BOOKCLUB 

 

NZ FICTION 

 

 

 

 
Gifted 

Patrick Evans 

Set on Auckland's Takapuna, Frank Sargeson and Janet Frame come alive in 

this fictional recreation of the brief sojourn Janet had staying as a guest of 

Franks. A beautifully realised portrait of a bygone age and era in our literary 

past, of an unlikely belated friendship, but also of a tender love between 

Frank and his friend Harry. 

$30.00 

 

 

 

The Kindness of Your Nature 

Linda Olssen 

Opening somewhere on an isolated west coast of New Zealand, the solitary 

Marion Flint forms a defining friendship with a small disturbed boy, leading 

Marion to revisit her own lonely childhood and the consequences of her 

following life. A novel with many interwoven strands exploring the many 

forms that love takes from the destructive, the forbidden and finally to the 

healing. 

$40.00 

 



 

 
 

 

Let Me Sing you Gentle Songs 

Linda Olssen 

Olssen's runaway bestseller was her first novel. Simple in its premise it 

celebrates the friendship through grief and music between two women and 

two countries. As with future novels hers sense of place hangs deeply over 

the whole novel. 

$30.00 

 

 

 

 

 
The Hut Builder 

Laurence Fearnley 

NZ Post Fiction Winner, Fearnley's evocative even enthralling sense of place 

shines through this coming of age novel, when young Boden first sights the 

snow and a new world is opened to him that eventually through the people 

he meets and the mountains he climbs will define him as a person forever. 

$40.00 

 

 

 

 

FICTION/LITERATURE 

 

 

 
Novel in the Viola 

Natash Solomons 

Solomons' grandmother was the inspiration for this novel following the life 

of a young Jewish Viennese girl from a musical family and her exile to an 

isolated grand english house during the outbreak of WW2.The war changes 

many things and many people as Elise learns.A study of society and 

behaviour in the midst of a double love story. 

$30.00 

 



 

 

 

An Object of beauty 

Steve Martin 

Yes he can write, better known as a comedic actor, he follows his successful 

"Shopgirl" with a new novel set in the art world. A known collector himself, 

Martin paints a scintillating tale of an ambitious young woman's climb not 

only the career ladder but the society one and the consequences of 

overreaching ambition. 

$27.99 

 

 

 

An Equal Stillness 

Fransesca Kay 

Winner of the 2009 Orange prize for new writers, Kay's enchanting and 

exquisitely written novel follows the journey of a talented young woman in 

her quest to be an artist, wife or mother. Can one woman be them all? 

Especially rewarding are the author's descriptions of her heroines paintings, 

as they come to life before the readers eyes. 

$29.99 

 

 

 

Autumn Lang 

Alex Miller 

Alex Miller's new novel again ventures into Australia's art and literary of the 

1950s. Originall y to be a novel around artist Sydney Nolan, Miller found the 

narrator Autumn Lang taking over the story. The 85year old is looking back 

on her life and is finding the need for redemption, to answer for her earlier 

actions. Written with compassion this wise novel peels back the layers and 

asks what truth has to do with it. 

$39.99 

 

 

 

Journey to the Stone Country (Bk 1 of His Reconcilation Trilogy) 

Alex Miller 

Miller is the only Australian that seems to realise that Aborigines exist in 

contemporary society and his wrapping a novel around the relationships 

they have with both the land and the white Australians is a magnificent 

piece of writing. 

$28.99 

 



 

 

 

Landscape of Farewell (Bk 2) 

Alex Miller 

Continuing his reconciliation theme, only this time using a meditation on the 

land, on the past, on exile and friendship around the relationship of Max 

Otto, an elderly grieving German Professor and an Aboriginal elder Dougald 

Gnapun. Both books not to be missed. 

$28.99 

 

 

 

Lovesong 

Alex Miller 

A lucid but beautifully written love story moving from a migrant workers' 

cafe in Paris, to a suburb of Melbourne and the ordinary lives that are 

changed by love. 

$32.99 

 

 

 

Keeping the World Away 

Margaret Forster 

This master story teller has at the centre of her novel, a small painting by 

Gwen John and what happens when on it's journey from Paris to England it 

is mislaid. the story then follows the painting through the hands of different 

women who all have some relationship to art and painting. 

$32.99 

 

 

 

Snowdrops (Manbooker shortlist) 

A D Miller 

Former Economist Moscow correspondent Miller's riveting psychological 

novel is both the story of one 30 something Englishman's moral freefall in a 

city that he cannot even begin to comprehend and the hedonism and 

corruption that lies beneath the thawing snow. 

$35.00 

 



 

 

 

Pigeon English (Manbooker shortlist) 

Stephen Kelman 

The story of a young immigrant boy from Ghana, his innocence and 

experience, hope and harsh reality as he balances on the edge of manhood 

in a new country full of violence and peculiar behaviour. 

$36.99 

 

 

 

A Sense of An Ending (Manbooker Shortlist) 

Julian Barnes 

Our antihero is coming to terms with his early past and the friendships that 

came and went. 

$34.99 

 

 

BIOGRAPHY 
 

 

 

Them 

Francine Du Plessix Gray 

A fabulous example of the personal memoir becoming a cultural history of 

New York in the 1940s through the next decade from the daughter of the 

"first power couple". 

$39.99 

 



 

 

 

That Woman 

Anne Sebba 

Sebba has taken advantage of new archives and material only recently 

made available to offer a fascinating new insight into possibly the most 

infamous woman of the 20th century. The many details of Wallis's early life, 

her financial dependency on men, and undocumented ongoing health 

problems paint a clearer picture of what drove Wallis into the inescapable 

position she found herself. 

$39.99 

 

 

 

The Happiness Project 

Gretchen Rubin 

A rare book that makes you both smile and think, often on the same page, 

from an author who is an established writer not just a woman who has had 

a bright idea! 

$24.99 

 

 

 

Howards End is on the Landing: A Year of reading from Home 

Susan Hill 

A passionate book about the importance of reading, books , accompanied 

by fascinating sketches of literary & artistic figures who have passed 

through this author's life. 

$29.99 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

NZ BIOGRAPHIES 
 

 

 

Ned & Katina 

Patricia Grace 

This sensitively written memoir is a combination of history & biography 

which brings the past alive. From Ned's early life in Northland, life in the 

Maori battalion Katin's life in a small Greek village, their wartime meeting & 

romance and their inspirational life back in postwar NZ. A book all NZ'ers 

should read. 

$41.00 

 

 

 

Love at the End of the Road 

Rae Roadley. 

This enjoyable, more contemporary memoir is also inclusive of history. 

Journalist Roadley gives the reader a glimpse of her own personal journey to 

the meeting of a man, who eventually became her husband, restoration of 

an old house and rural life in the Kaipara. 

 

 

NON FICTION 
 

 

 

Bad Science 

Ben Goldacre 

Shortlisted for the Samuel Johnson Prize for Non Fiction this is his take on 

scaremongering reportage, flaky statistics, and how the bull-shitters and 

mountebanks misuse science, nobody escapes - from drug companies, self 

styled nutritionists, deluded researchers and journalists. 

$27.99 

 



 

 

 

Reappraisals: Reflections on the Forgotten 20th Century 

Tony Judt 

This masterful historian argues that we have entered an "age of forgetting" 

where we have set aside our immediate past even before we could make 

sense of it. 

$37.99 

 

 

 

Ill fares the Land 

Tony Judt 

A passionate case for the return to real values in politics and the cost of the 

pursuit of material self interest from one of the world's leading historians 

who has sadly succumbed to his fatal neurodegenerative disorder. (An 

outline of his struggle but triumph is chronicled in his last work, partly 

dictated, The Memory Chalet.) 

$32.00 

 

 

 

The Spirit Level 

Richard Wilkinson & Kate Pickett 

Or why equality is better for everyone. This is one of the most fiercely 

debated books on society in the last decade, provocative and even including 

an updated chapter answering their critics. 

$32.00 

 

 

 

Unbroken 

Lauren Hillenbrand 

From the author of the outstanding "Seabiscuit," writing with the same vivid 

narrative about the unforgettable story of one man's journey from 

incorrigible delinquent to a prodigious talent for running that carried him to 

the Olympics and then to war hero. 

$39.99 

 



 

 

 

Mans Search for Meaning 

Victor Frankl 

One of the outstanding classics to emerge from the holocaust about one 

mans faith and his impact on humanity. 

$29.99 

 

 

 

The Shallows 

Nicholas Carr 

How the internet is changing the way we read, think and remember. A 

wakeup call for all of us of how far the internet has become enmeshed in 

our daily life and the consequences. 

$29.99 

 

 

 


